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Cut flowers make me sad 

Imagine it’s the end of the world, but no one 

shows up

A mid-sized German city, in the not-too-distant future: 

In a dark movie theatre sits a man, who always arrives 

late, and who much prefers the dream world on the 

screen over everyday life. For a recent global crisis 

has significantly changed the reality of life. All satel-

lites have fallen out of their orbit, and there is no more 

working internet or mobile network. There is a perva-

sive sense of emergency, yet people hardly seem to 

notice it anymore. The chaos has long become rou-

tine, and people go about their day, past the glaring 

misery, because one must arrive to work on time after 

all. Even the nameless protagonist is preoccupied 

less with the state of the world and more with how to 

save his seemingly lost love, which leads him on a 

journey straight through the war ridden Europe all the 

way to Italy. 

The literary debut from Rafik Schamis son

Awarded the Martha-Saalfeld-promotional award

Original title: 
Schnittblumen machen 
mich traurig

Original language: German

Publication in September 2026
200 pages 
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Emil Fadel 
Emil Fadel, born 1992, studied German and film studies at the Johan-
nes-Gutenberg University in Mainz. Next to his studies, he was mana-
ging editor for the online magazine Octopus from 2012 until 2017, or-
ganized the Textbühne reading series from 2013 and was the executive 
producer and production manager of the film project SUB ROSA (2014). 
He now lives in Wiesbaden and works as a freelance editor.


